
Pretoria Road Allotment Society 

 

Minutes of the committee meeting held at the Casson Centre on Sunday 7th January 2018 

 

Those present:-          Les Brooks  -  Chairman 

   Mike Stinchcomb – Vice-Chairman 

   Derek Howell - Treasurer 

   Roger Fussell  -  Secretary 

   Norman Bradford 

   Kelly Morgan-Ramseyer 

   Ray Perthshire 

 

 

Apologies for absence: Darren Bowden, Terry Wall, Diana Sidwell 

 

The chairman opened the meeting and welcomed everyone. The minutes from our last meeting 

(5th November 2017) were adopted and signed off by the chairman. 

 

Item one. From Roger:  I propose to poll the entire membership, as agreed at our previous 

meeting, to see how many are willing to take up the offer of a storage box for their plot. Having 

shopped around, I have found a good quality box at a good price (£99.99 at time of writing). Are 

the committee still happy for me to go ahead and poll the membership, as there will be a cost to 

this (around £18.00), as many members have not provided us with any means of contacting them 

other than by letter. 

This item was discussed and those present agreed that the proposed storage box seemed to be a 

good idea. It was agreed that Roger should proceed with polling the membership. 
 

Item one (extra).  From Mike. Mike has been speaking to a plot holder who asked about sheds. 

He explained that we do not allow sheds to be built which are over 5’ 3” tall, as per council 

ruling. The plot holder went on to say that it is almost impossible to buy a shed that is less than 

6’ tall. She is in process of building her own shed which will comply with the council’s height 

ruling. This raises two problems. One is that our rules in the handbook state that we do not allow 

homemade sheds and greenhouses etc. The other is that one member built a standard sized shed 
at the back of his plot during 2017 and this was not challenged at the time. Added to this is the 

fact that, over the years many members have built structures on their plots which contravene our 

rules on homemade sheds etc., but nothing was done at the time. This makes it very difficult for 

the committee to enforce the current ruling. 

 



Item Two. From Mike: Can we please arrange a small team to move one of the water butts that 

are currently in use at the gazebo. This is necessary to ensure that they all fill up properly and the 

job needs to be done sooner rather than later. 
 

After a brief discussion, it was agreed that this would be done and a date was fixed at Saturday 

20th January at 11.00 am. Derek, Ray, Norman and Roger have all agreed to assist Mike in this. 

 

 

Item Three. From Roger: The new handbook has been printed and Roger proposes to distribute 

these over the coming weeks and months. There is a small supply of these left in the shop, but 

the bulk of them are in Roger’s possession. It is proposed that a note is made every time a 

handbook is handed out, so that we can ensure that every member has one. Roger asked if the 

committee was happy for him to proceed in this way. The committee were happy with this 

proposal. 
 

 

Item Four. From Diana: Can we arrange please to get a new toilet seat for the ladies WC and get 

it fitted?  
 

Les has volunteered to measure up and get a new seat. He has also said he will fit it. 

 

 

 

 

AOB 

 

Kelly raised the matter of the Seed/Plant open day planned for Saturday 24th February. It was 

agreed that we should post notices and also put a note on the website. The proposal is that we try 

to make it a seed and plant sale day with refreshments such as tea, coffee and cake made 

available. We will still be reliant upon attendance and also upon those attending bringing along 

seed and a few plants. It was agreed that some flyers would be produced by Roger and that Les 

would ask about getting some printed. Kelly and Ray volunteered to distribute these. 
 

Kelly went on to mention our planned wildflower meadow, intended to be set up just beyond the 

raised bed section. Kelly mentioned funding to get the project under way. Les told us that 

Conservation groups should be approached, as they will often provide seeds and also some 

hedging plants free of charge. Kelly thought this a good idea and suggested that we invite school 

groups along to assist in the sowing and planting, when we are ready. The committee were happy 

for this to proceed. 

 

On that note, the meeting was closed. 


